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RE: FEARLESS CAMPAIGN (VAWG) 
 
Thank you for contacting me about what the Government is doing to tackle violence against wom-
en and girls (VAWG).  I attended the debate on Friday at which this was discussed and supported 
the Private Member's Bill scheduled on this important issue.  The Bill was proposed by an SNP col-
league but got through on the back of cross-party Conservative (and indeed Labour) MPs support. 
 

Ending the global scandal of VAWG is a top priority for the Department for International Develop-
ment (DFID). I am proud of the leadership that the UK has shown on tackling VAWG globally. DFID 
has nearly doubled its programming to address this issue in humanitarian contexts: rising from 64 
programmes in 2012, it now has 127 programmes tackling this abuse in its many forms, including 
prevention of, and response to, domestic violence, acid attacks, FGM and child, early and forced 
marriage. 
  
For example, the UK has committed £6 million to the UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Wom-
en, which specialises in providing grants for small women's and civil society organisations to tackle 
violence. In 2015 the Fund reached over 1 million people. 
  
The UK's £36 million programme to end Child, Early and Forced Marriage is helping thousands of 
girls and the Government has also committed £8 million to support AmplifyChange, an initiative to 
support civil society activists to end child marriage and address a broader range of gender issues.  
  
I am proud that the recent Independent Commission for Aid Impact review into DFID's efforts to 
eliminate violence against women and girls gave DFID's performance a 'Green' rating, which is the 
highest mark. 
  
I hope this reassures you that the Government is committed prioritising girls and women, includ-
ing tackling VAWG, and that it will continue to pursue an ambitious agenda in this area. 
  
Thank you again for taking the time to contact me.  

  

 


